commodification of education (Whitty et al. 1998; Ball 2003 Ball , 2008 . Diversity in provision does not exist in many other European countries, where most children automatically attend their local schools (Weller 2007 ) .
My study was carried out over the course of two UK governments, the Labour Governments under Blair and Brown and the Coalition Government since May 2010. Both governments have continued and increased the diversification of education provision; parental 'choice' of schools has therefore accelerated in recent years, alongside greater differentiation and fragmentation of provision. A child can now potentially attend a number of state schools outside a neighbourhood, including local comprehensive and community schools which recruit most of their students from the local area; selective schools, such as grammar schools, which select on ability; faith schools, which select mainly on the basis of religious faith; schools that are 'pseudo-selective', which select on the basis of a factor other than ability or faith, such as family connections with a European country; and private sector independent and fee-paying schools; also academies and free schools. The academy school programme was initially announced in 2000 by Blair's New Labour Government and was extended by the Coalition Government under the Academies Act 2010 . Free schools have been promoted by Michael Gove, Education Minister under the Coalition Government and were also introduced by the Academies Act 2010 , with the first one opening in September 2011. Both academies and free schools are state-funded but outside local authority control and are in charge of their own admissions policies. This latest process has increasingly diminished the importance of the local catchment area, thereby increasing the number of young people who do not attend their local school, and so potentially widening the distances many students travel to secondary school. I start the chapter by briefly introducing my doctoral study, its main aims and objectives, and methods. I then outline some of the main concepts from Bourdieu's work I used to analyse the research data from the study. This is followed by an examination of the young people's and their parents' social lives, local connections and sense of local belonging in relation to the distance they were travelling to and from school, in order to show how Bourdieu's theories helped me examine this theme.
